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general position. Much attention was attracted by his
lecture delivered in Lucknow, December 28, 1887 (while
the Congress was meeting in Madras under a Muslim Presi-
dent), and presently published18. In this he re-emphasized
his plan of prospering the Muslim professional classes by
loyalty and favour, and warned against the alternative of the
Congress. For instance, " Government will most certainly
attend to it (jobs as colonels and majors in the army) pro-
vided you do not give rise to suspicions of disloyalty1'19. His
point throughout is that the Muslim community might look
for great advantages directly from the hand of the British,
but that it was too weak to expect not to be submerged
without those British. He wrote to his friend Col. Graham :
"... I have undertaken a heavy task against the so-called
National Congress, and have formed an Association, ' The
Indian United Patriotic Association'. .."20. Shortly before
his death, he fought even that anti-British sentiment into
which his community was tempted by the pan-Islamic ex-
citement roused by the Greco-Turkish War. r* He s con-
tributed articles to the Aligarh Institute Gazette denying the
pretensions of Sultan Abdul Hamid to the Khalifate, .and
preaching loyalty to the British rulers of India, even if they
' were compelled to pursue an unfriendly policy towards
Turkey$v&.
. This ardent and sustained pro-British policy, both politi-
cally and otherwise, owed its remarkable success and wide-
spread influence not only to the position in which the class
who accepted it found themselves, but also to the support
granted to it by the British government. Of course, these
two aspects of the process interpenetrate. We shall leave,
for separate and detailed discussion in a later chapter, the
phenomenon of communalism. Here we note simply that for
several years after'the Mutiny, the government deliberately
repressed those sections of the Muslim community from
which the new bourgeoisie would have been drawn. Some-
time about 1870 this policy, having fulfilled its function and
becoming dangerous, was replaced by one of favouring and
nurturing them. Thus Sayyid Ahmad was backed in his